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In Scotland the number of Number of households 

households is increasing 219 2.45 
i million 

In 2016, there were 2.45 million million 


households in Scotland, an increase 
of around 257,300 households 
(12%) over the last 15 years. 


The growth in households is due to 
the increasing population, the 
increasing number of dwellings, 





and decreasing number of people 
per household on average. 2001 2016 


A household is defined as one person living alone or a group of people (not necessarily 
related) living at the same address 


The number of Percentage change 
households has risen 

faster than the 

population 


Over the last 15 years the number of 
households increased by 12%, and the 





population increased by 7%. 


This is because of changes in the way 
people are living. The average number 
of people per household has fallen, as 
people increasingly live in smaller 
households or alone. 


People are increasingly Number of households 
living alone or in 
smaller households 


One person households are now the 





most common type of household in 
Scotland. In 2015 nearly 900,000 
people were living alone. Together 





they represented over one third of ae 
households. 
722k 
This is partly because Scotland's 
2001 2015 


population is ageing, as older 


people are more likely to live alone 


or in smaller households. Two or more person households could contain adults, or both adults and children 
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Council area 


Orkney Islands 
Midlothian 
Highland 
Aberdeenshire 
East Lothian 

Na h-Eileanan Siar 
Moray 

West Lothian 
Shetland Islands 
City of Edinburgh 
South Lanarkshire 
Angus 
Renfrewshire 
Scottish Borders 
Perth and Kinross 
Clackmannanshire 
East Renfrewshire 


Scotland 


Falkirk 

North Lanarkshire 
Aberdeen City 

East Dunbartonshire 
Fife 

Stirling 

East Ayrshire 
Glasgow City 
Dumfries and Galloway 
North Ayrshire 
Dundee City 

South Ayrshire 

West Dunbartonshire 
Argyll and Bute 
Inverclyde 
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Occupied homes 
2,470,475 (96%) 









































Empty homes 
79,052 (3%) 





Second homes 
26,140 (1%) 
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Percentage change in households (2006 - 2016) 
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Ninety-six per cent of 
homes are occupied 


There were 2.58 million dwellings in 
Scotland in 2016. Overall, three per 
cent were empty and one per cent 
were second homes. 


Empty and second homes were not 
spread evenly across the country. For 
example, remote rural areas had the 
highest percentage of dwellings that 
were vacant or second homes. 


The level of household 
growth varies across 
Scotland’s council areas 


The number of households in 
Scotland has increased by 6.8% 
over the last ten years. Numbers 
have increased in every council 
area. The areas with the greatest 
relative increase in households have 
been the Orkney Islands and 
Midlothian. On the other hand, the 
smallest increases have occurred in 


Inverclyde and Argyll and Bute. 


There is more information on 
Scotland's council areas in the 
interactive data visualisation 
accompanying the 2016 household 
estimates which is available from 
https://scotland.shinyapps.io/ 
household-estimates. 


NE wear 


= — Scotland 





